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BOOK REVIEWS 351 

The Return of the Democratic Party to Power in I884.. By Har- 
rison Cook Thomas, Ph.D. (New York: Columbia Uni- 
versity Press. 1919. Pp. 261.) 

One cannot read Dr. Thomas's monograph without being impressed 
with the astonishingly close resemblance between the party situation 
in the period 1880-84 and the party situation in 1916-20. A com- 
parison of the two periods, even with due allowance for differences, 
will furnish slight comfort to those who rejoice to think that they 
discern in the present indistinctness of party lines and absence of clear- 
cut fundamental issues, unmistakable symptoms of the early demise 
of the old parties and the emergence of new parties bearing the labels, 
Liberal and Conservative. For some such prediction in the early 
eighties there was about as much foundation as there is today. 

While Dr. Thomas has evidently made a painstaking first-hand 
study of contemporary newspapers, biographical and autobiographical 
material and campaign literature, his conclusions respecting the influ- 
ence of the several factors in the election of 1884 are not essentially 
different in most respects from those reached by earlier writers, notably 
Sparks, Rhodes and Stanwood. 

The material in this volume is well arranged and presented in a 
pleasing style with a commendable degree of detachment, discrimina- 
tion and impartiality. The least satisfactory part of the work is the 
unnecessarily long introductory sketch of political events from 1860 to 
1880, which constitutes almost one-fourth of the book. The portions 
which come the nearest to being real contributions are those dealing 
with the Independent movement and the part played by Benjamin F. 
Butler. 

Dr. Thomas has performed a real service in bringing together more 
widely selected and carefully digested material relating to the presi- 
dential campaign and election of 1884 than is to be found in any other 
volume. 

P. Orman Ray. 

Northwestern University. 

Our War with Germany. By John Spencer Bassett. (New 
York: Alfred A. Knopf. 1919. Pp. 378.) 

Professor Bassett has written modestly and intelligently in a field 
in which it would be easy to go far astray, and has attained more than 
the "reasonable accuracy" that his preface hopes for. No better book 



